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Are you ready-for
-designer soups?

*

udi Gernreich has seen the culture’s

priorities shift from nude to food. Best known

as the '60s clothing designer who brought out

the first topless bathing suit, Gernreich has
abandoned haute couture for haute cuisine. Designer
soups to be specific, ranging from classic vichyssoise to
such exotics as cream of curried squash. His 45 flavors
are available at gourmet shops and restaurants and
now ...at the Museum of
Contemporary Art. He's
opening a “soup bar” at _,
the Teimnporary
Contemporary that is
tentatively to be called
“Rudi’s.” - -

“They're mostly
creamed vegetable-type
' soups-with a chicken
stock base, Gernreich
said. “All are my version
of soups. 1do a lot of
research on ethic soups,
soups that are borderline,
between Italy and ;
Austria, for example. A
Northern Italian soup
with sauerkraut showing
the Germanic influx. Which is very good. Soup is a fast,
light food, and I love soup because it's such a basic,
honest food. There aren’t any really good soups on the
market.” .

True as that may be, the designer will not limit-
Rudi’s to soup alone. There will be breads, salads and
open-face sandwiches, accompanied by coffee or
California wine. The napkins, paper plates and menus
will be designed by artists. “I'd also like artists to do
screens, Kites and other light-hearted things,” added
Gernreich. He hopes to be serving soup by summer.

Artin America, a 70-year-old art magazine
published by Whitney Communications Inc., has been
sold to the recently created Brant Publications. Art in
America’s circulation is 50,000 and last year carried
1,200 pages of advertising.

In December, it was announced the magazine

- division of Whitney Communications, which also has
interests in newspapers and cable, would be sold. Two
magazines, Interior Design and Corporate Design, have
been sold to Cahners Publishing in Boston. The
company is still negotiating the sales of three other
titles, Boating Industry, Waterway Guide and 50 Plus, a
journal for the retired community.

According to a source close to Art in America, the
decision to sell off the separate magazine division
came after the death two years ago of John Hay
Whitney, the largest shareholder in Whitney
Communications. Other partners in Whitney

- Communications began buying out the family’s
interest in the corporation.

Peter Branl is president of the Bato Comgpany in
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Greenwich, Conn., which manufactures
was never involved with the publishing business as an
owner, however, before Jan. 15, when Brant
Publications acquired the successful The Antiques
Magazine from Straight Enterprises. Brant, who is a
collector of both contemporary art and antiques
apparently feels that the two magazines workiné side
'yby side will be a complementary publishing enterprise.
‘He ha§ promised to retain the magazine’s editoria
staff, including publisher Paul Shanley.
B

This is the weekend for photography in L.A. Mo
than 100 educators in the visual andgit)e/rary artlsvI wrilel
be participating in the national conference of the
Socxety for Photographic Education at the University
of California, Riverside. From March 29 to April 1
speakers will address the theme of “Hollywood ar;d t
We§t Coast; Recasting the Role as Educators ina
Society of Visual Imagery.” The principal speakers are
Alfred Appel Jr., professor of English at Northwestern
U{_nyetmty; Herbert Schiller of UC San Diego; and
William Klein, photographer, filmmaker and painter.
Other participants include UCLA photography
Qrofessor Robert Heinecken, photo-historians Ulrich
Keller, Colin Westerbeck and Helmut Gernsheim, and
photographer Max Yavno. The implications of new
video and computer technologies in photographie
Image-making will be discussed. For information and
' erman at (714) 7874589.
UCR will be an exhibition of photographs by

newsprint. He

he
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Raoul Gradvohl, the so-called “mystery photographer.”
Gradvohl made commercial portraits of families,
entertainers and burlesque stars from the 1930s to the
1950s in L.A., documenting the faces that made up an

- era. For reasons that remain unknown, he abandoned
his successful studio on South Broadway in 1976. The
studio’s equipment and several thousand photographs
came to UCR's Museum of Photograpy after Joe Deal, a

| photographer and professor at the university, heard

| the materials were up for sale. Dea} found the

photographs compelling and valuable, yet he was
never able to discover what happened to Gradvohl.
The exhibition continues through April 27.

The L.A. Center for Photographic Studies begins a
spring workshop series on the technical and aesthetic
aspects of photography. An introduction to
photography through color slides will be taught by
Sheila Pinkel, “Dialogues in Photography,” limited to
10 advanced students, will include talks with
photographers Mark Johnstone, Joyce Neimanas, Judy
Fiskin, Robert Heinecken, Chris Enos and Robbert
{Flick; a hand-coloring workshop will be taught by
{Karen Truax; and “Photographing the Nude,” with
ilemphasis on the male, will be presented by Lance
Carlson and Barbara Pearlman. Craig Deitz will teach a
weekend workshop on photographing the desert at
/Joshua Tree. Call LACPS for information at 623-9410.

Herald art critic Christopher Knight, J. Paul Getty
.Museum Director John Walsh, artist Marc Pally and
Curator of 20th-Century Art Stephanie Barron of the
L.A. County Museum of Art will discuss the art scene
in Los Angeles this Sunday at 3:30 p.m. on KNXT’s 2
With You.” Tune in to see Walsh's reaction when -
hostess Anna Bernal asks whether the Getty plans to
‘buy the collection of the Norton Simon Museum of Art.
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