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~ Santa Monica seeks -
Wilshire redesign ideas

8 n California, the emphasis is on design: Designer
I jeans, designer cars, designer cuisine. Now the
e city of Santa Monica has proposed the ultimate:
8 designing Wilshire Boulevard, from 21st Street to
Ocean Boulevard. i o
. Artists, ‘designers 'and architects are being asked
. their opinions in revamping those outmoded waste
“baskets, bus benches, outdoor graphics — even the
- parking garages for the Santa Monica Mall.
+ Proposals from artists are now being sought for the
Centinela Gateway, the first major project to be
commissioned by the city. (The deadline is Nov. 28, and

artists don’t have to reside in Santa Monica to apply). |
The site for the $100,000 project consists of the

three-block stretch of Wilshire Boulevard between

Centinela and Berkeley streets, and the term “gate- }

way” may be loosely interpreted as an architectural
structure or a project involving the site’s lighting,
street furniture, signage, sidewalk or street paving.
“We wanted to leave it wide open, to let the artists
decide ‘'what is required,” said Santa Monica arts
commissioner Sarah Tamor. ;

The winning proposal will be selected by a three-

member panel that includes Richard Koshalek, direc- -

tor of the Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles;
architectural designer Jerry Pomerantz; and Beverly J.
Moore, vice-president of both First Woman’s Bank and
the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce. For an
application form, call Rusty Flinton at 393-9975, ext.
216, or write to her at the City of Santa Monica, 1685
Main St., Santa Monica, 90401.
: ®

“Women’s Culture” is a label that begs clarification.
This weekend some of the country’s pre-eminent
feminist authors, critics, and artists — Lucy Lippard,

Judy Chicago, Arlene Raven, Deena Metzger, Cheri:

Gaulke, Suzanne Lacy and others — will gather for a
national conference, “The House of Women: Art and
Culture in the 80s.” :

Organized by Sondra Hale, an anthropologist in the
, department of women’s studies at Cal State Long
_ Beach, the conference is designed to redefine the

concept of women’s culture and enhance an awareness |

of women’s art as a basis for political change. The
events will take place from Nov. 4 to Nov. 6. For

. -conference information and registration — fees range |
- from $10 to $30 — call the university’s Center for the

Continuing Education of Women at 498-5466.
: - - N

L.A. artist Pauli Hirsh is selling 21 works from her

private collection at Christie’s, New York, on Nov. 8.
The collection is particularly strong in pop art which
<. she bought at very reasonable prices in the early 1960s.
. *] just responded and loved it,” said Hirsh, a diabetic

7 who used her insulin needles and syringes to mzke

- sculptures of cemeteries and other statements against
' the Vietnam War during the 60s. “I first saw pop art in
- Time magazine and I told my husband, ‘We're going to
©. ‘New York to buy that painting. I paid $600 for a
painting by (Roy) Lichtenstein and sold it later for
$100,000. I always liked to negotiate.” gt
Hirsh bought paintings with an allowance from her

husband. “I never pzaid full price for anything. Ialways |

SR ——

i bought 6n ﬁme from the galleries“paying them a little

bit each month, whether $25 or $‘1‘00.‘" Among the
works to be auctioned are two paintings by Andy ;
Warhol: “Double Marilyn Monroe,” estimated to bring

" as much as $30,000, and “Coca Cola,” expected to"fetch
in the range of $100,000. Franz Kline's “Harleman” may

possibly claim $400,000. “T'm selling them because my
husband died,” explains Hirsh. “I'm moving to another
place and I still have other paintings. But later T think I

‘tnight sell those and buy some more.”

PERIPATETIC PEOPLE IN THE ARTS: Rlchard
Armstrong, previously an art critic and curator in LA,

_has been named adjunct curator at the Whitney
Museum of American Art in New York. He has been at
the Whitney since 1982 as a senior instructor in art
history and museum studies in their Independent
Studies Program ... ]
David Rubin, formerly the gallery director of Santa
Monica City College, has been appointed director of
exhibitions at the San Francisco Art Institute and will
serve as an adjunct curator of the San Francisco
 Museum of Modern Art ... -
.- Philippa Calnan, director of public information at
LA County Museum of Art between 1974 and 1981,
. will assume similar responsibilities at the J. Paul Getty

N

Trust next January.

SHORT TAKES: California ‘Abortion Rights Action
League is raising funds through a benefit art auction
on Saturday, Nov. 5, in the Rotunda Room at Veteran's
Memorial Hall, 4117 Overland Ave., Culver City. Those
attending the silent auction of prints by Miro and

_ others will receive a signed lithograph, complimentary
champagne and hors d'oeuvres. Tickets are $15 .and
reservations are suggested. Call 393-0513.

Art critic Robert Hughes returns in “The Shock of
the New,” a remarkably intelligent eight-part series on
modern art, beginning Sunday, Nov. 6, at 7 p.m. on
KCET-Channel 28. g



