
d Ruscha is uniqre * :nis iacility with words that conjure conceprs and ccncrete
images Althcugh s+r:.= ol ths recenl works seern Str3,1gd, rnoai reuer. the ironrc humcr
and graohic simplic,ir rhai ha'/e become lire artist's sEnarure. oils and pasrels,

prodJced wrlhin the last ye.:s' .efleti new,y evo:ved polrticarc;"ce,-s. Fo. example, exlra lerres
trial views of a planet that one assumes to be Earlh are a*ilra.rly labeled with such le:ms as
"90-o/o !sv11, 10% Angel,''''Ju'az6 Angel, l0o,o Devir "' one thirks of the equally arbrtrary qualiries
associalecj with East and wp:1, soviets ano A.rrericans, blaci.s and whites. The rheto,rcal
quest,ons arise, "Wno makc.: 'nese drstrrclrons whal ts therr relevance?" The queslrons are
answered by a companion ',rilrr, of the planet divrdec idealjstr-;ally wilh lhe words, "we're here,"
"We're there." The absu:CJit',.1,{ rr;an's need lo parcei, packag€, and categarrize is neatll,

zed, a visual equ;y&isiii;1 Ot the slogan, "Onr planet. c*e people, [tease." HuScha's wry
/ations extend 10 morre ,I:iiotidian affairs.in corrpositions of world weary romance The line
Night Stand" is suFe*r+:rrosed over the *nrru*Joiv -roi"rui;;:ft u r"tt*r ;n-O.rra f-o,,

into lhe sunset; ui1iG13t*1.r,, the work ttrat expreses our sontei_r.lporary malaise, shown
is "Rubber Spirit." t3r. ,r.ew a! Flow Ace Ga$ri, 8373 Melrose Avenue, throuqh May 3.1
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