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avid Bungay paints pictures of grazing deer and leaping trout amidst landscapes of

mountains and forests and streams. Seriously. The pictures of nature are painted with
‘ an awkward, obvious realism that fecalls calendar illustration or dioramas at a museum
of natural history. On two of the landscapes Bungay attached cylinders of wood painted with
“the simulated finish of logs, further emphasizing the amateurish, hobbyist tone of the work. e
These are intentionally “bad"” paintings, with colors applied right out of the tube, watery :
textures and rudimentary rendering. They are not faux-naive or neo-primitive, but have a curious
guileless quality that can be quite compelling. There is a sophistication in the ambiguity, and
Bungay’s success is achieved by coming perilously close to trite failure. In Kaweah G, shown
above, the logs seem to jut from the surface of the painting, while other surfaces read totafly 7
flat, the whole canvas gaining power in all the contradiction. Alse on view are a series of y
«watercolors of trout as food, laid out for supper on backgrounds of red-checkered tablecloths
Humor lies in the translation from nature as ideal to man's real needs. At Janus Gallery, 8000
“Melrose Ave., through April 24. ; ; :
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"Kaweah G,” oil on canvas by David Bungay b
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