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avid Amico's most recen! series o{ paintings. "Riverside," presents disparate images

on a common theme. They evolve as a narrative with titles and characters providing
the clues. Yel the pictures may- be combined and interpreted in any order. Many

intentronally borrow elements from some art historical "style." For instance, "Heart Left" is a
ponrait, an elongated scarlel head with an anxious, oBen mouth reminiscent of Munch. "Oh,

That Fear" layeri a Warhol-like cartoon line drawing ol JamesDean over a rosy background of
laughing Buddhas. "Dwelling in the Shadow of Krngs" tells another parl of the story. A dark.
heated and awkward painting that speaks of struggle, the a(isl's seesaw acceptance and
reiection of his tradilions. By not prc{ectrng a single "style" {although they are all unmistakable
Amicol the works deny the egoslrricily of the individual anisl while asking personal questions.
Amico is a .omanlic, an arlisl searc*ring for clarity in a confused world. The search, however, 

'

isn't exclusively one o{ anxrely. Amrco's paintings neve. lose lheir sense of humor, as though in
the process of attacking so-called "serious issues" he is simultaneously aware of the absu.dilv
of il all. h is this combinarion of bravery and vulnerabilily thal lends the paintings their strenglh.

ifte stto* continues at Jancar-Kuhlenschmidr lhrouqh September 26

-Hunter Drohoiowska
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