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As A LIFE changes, so must one’s sense
of style. When a businessman and his
wife bought their residence in West-
chester County, New York, in the
1970s, they wanted to accommodate
a growing collection of modern and
contemporary art. The capacious
rooms and long stretches of neutral
wall space were meant to house mu-
seum-scale paintings by artists such
as Picasso and Léger, Morris Louis
and Jean Dubuffet. But by the late
1980s, they were ready for something
new. That meant the introduction of
much that was older and more tradi-
tional by designers Robert Metzger
and Michael Christiano. The result is
a comfortable melding of two aes-
thetics—clean, uncluttered rooms
arranged with carefully chosen an-
tiques and furniture now covered in
luxurious colors and prints.

“I call it my famous mix,” says
Metzger. “The best of the old and the
best of the new. When people have
reached a certain position in life, they
want more traditional things. You
look at how beautifully made an an-
tique piece is and realize it can never
be done that way again. I love con-
temporary art, but everything they
had was modern. I introduced Orien-
tal, Russian and Biedermeier furni-
ture.” He points out an area of the
living room where a contemporary
game table is surrounded by four
nineteenth-century Russian chairs. A
Japanese cabinet stands nearby, while
paintings by modern artists Hans
Hofmann and Reuven Rubin com-
plete the vignette. “That tells you the
whole story,” says Metzger. “I don't
like museum-restoration houses. I
don't like trends. If people ask what
color is in this year, I look at them as
though they’re crazy.”

The remodeling included rework-

“There is a formality to the house in a design
sense but not in a living sense,” says Michael
Christiano of the residence he and Robert
Metzger updated for art collectors in West-
chester County, New York. Anthony Caro’s
Table Piece Z-14, 1980, is set on a 19th-cen-
tury French trestle table in the entrance hall.
In the gallery beyond, a 19th-century Japanese
bronze bowl stands on an Edgar Brandt pol-
ished-steel console from Newel Art Galleries.
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