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: g ast November’s su
this country and the Soviet Union doesn’t

'seem to have produced much in the way. of .
. mutual understanding. The Russians think of

. President Reaganasa cowboy. Most of our:

" citizens don’t trust Secretary.General

Gorbachey. Ensuing international even!
haven't improved matters any. « &« & i 3
2% But one enlightened resolution has managed
10 survive the Chernobyl meitdown and the
Libyan raids —the cultural exchange - -
agreement that now brings us 40 Impressionist
and early:Modern paintings from Russia’s
Hermitage and Pushkin museumns. Some of
these works; including Gauguin’s The Canoe,
Picasso’s Still Life With Skull and Matisse's .«
Red Room, have never been exhibited
abroad before. i :
~ The exhibit is coming to the Los ‘Angeles
County Museum of Art this Thursday from its &
. debut at the National Gallery of Artin .
< Washington, and it will continue on. tothe
Metropolitan Museum of Artin New:Yorkin
August: The museum visit promises to be this
‘summer’s blockbuster, not only because of its
rarity and the diplomatic hurdles that had to be
overcome, but most of all because of the 4
paintings themselves.” = R ;
Arrangements between the two.countries
were made by philanthropistart collector Dr.«.#
Armand Hammer, who seems to be on better
terms with the Russians than anyone .
else in America. Hammer and his Occidental(!
Petroleum Corporation picked up the enormous
tab for bringing these Soviet pictures to three
American museums and, as collateral, Hammer
sent his own “Five Centuries of Masterpieces”
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