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You can’t have a good

dinner party with a bunch

of wet blankets.??

agny Corcoran in conversation with Hunter Drohojowska|

agny Corcoran's house is
easy 1o spot among the
others in north Bel-Air.
Instead of beige stucco with
3 red tile roof, hers is painted deep
olum with lime trim. A neon sign over
‘he door announces *‘Dining Room
Open."" What she calls a suburban
tract house has been transformed to
accommodate her sense of style.
Walls have been knocked out.
Everything is painted bright white to
cnhance the large paintings or

drawings by Joe Goode, Richard HUNTER DROHOJOWSKA: Why
Jackson, Enzo Cucchi and K.H. did you buy a flat in London?
B e DAGNY CORCORAN: | have a lot
Lichtenstein's tea set, the wooden 9‘. customers in. I_,ondon_and lthink
centerpiece of flowers by David its \.pe best city in the world
Hockney of a simple drawing of 2 outside of Los Angeles. 1 }hought 1
gingko leaf by Ellsworth Kely. The would open a branch office there.

furnishings are comfortable, elegantly Then I was l:iavmg dgm:y with hi
spare: a black leather sofa, Hoffman ~ S°meone a"{ leag“eﬂl‘ cre :”tarit '?
chairs and a mirror-topped dining table aparlnl\c;‘n:’ ‘;{ Sal€: ¢ € "f" d ing
{hat seats 24 once owned by Mrs, . kneWw I had the apartment and no
Magnin. g(flce, But I rln dfhg‘:ngd by l‘t.. I
Corcoran, 40, has many identities: f::;:ln(?asfs:grl\l e:vinollj)r\::;n ing
fourth-generation Californian and scion which makes it a lot easier for our
of the Janss family (Edwin Janss, her  jionicthere
grandfather, developed Westwood:; her T ) 4
father, Edwin Janss Jr., developed H.D.; Are your clients in Europe,
Thousand Oaks, where she grew up);  Or is this just London you are
the wife of art dealer James Corcoran, talking about?
though they have been legally D.C.: No, everywhere, all over
separated for seven years; the mother the world. My largest group of
of 10-year-old Tim, who attendsthe  cJjents is in Australia, of all places. I
private Curtis School near herhome:  have lots and lots of big customers

propnetor of a very special store on there and in Japan, particularly
Almont Drive, Art Catalogues, which

Tokyo.
cames exactly that; a trustee of the .
American Cinematheque; and one of H.D.: Who are the big
L A.’s most skilled hostesses. The . customers? )
social whirl at her Martha's Vineyard D.C.: Libraries, institutions, but

home was documented last summerin 3150 humans out there who long for
Vanity Fair, complete with an eyebrow- this stuff because exhibition
raising photo of Dagny in a bubble- catalogs are not distributed like

filled bathtub. books. They are a big pain in the
Corcoran, a tall, handsome blonde ~ neck to find. You remember a
with a disarmingly straightforward show, but you don’t remember the
manner, looks fresh and energetic title or where it was. I can usually
despite having retumed from her flatin  figure it out and I usually have it.
London only the night before. H.D.: How do you determine
what to stock?
doh g 0.C.:1It's or:y declsig{\ finally to
ocus on modern art. My specialty is
Heral p OtO American painting of the 1960s, but
by Paul Chinn 1 decided to do only the last 100

£ -

Dagny Corcoran is noted for a variety of skills: She's the owner of the store Art Catalogues and one of LA's best hostesses

years of art. I'm confident I can
make a proper response to that
field. Before that, my personal
knowledge is too weak. My
customers are really well-educated
and I have to be on my toes and
totally informed because they often
know more than I do. It's horribly
embarrassing. If I were out there
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talking about classical painting I
would feel like an idiot.

H.D.: When did you start Art
Catalogues?

D.C.: Nine years ago, which is
amazing. It started because I was
working with Jim Corcoran and a
lot of times he'd have a painting
and need the provenance searched

and a lot of that information come:
from art catalogs. I realized at that
time they were very difficult to
find. No library actually had a lot 0
them. Often the gallery or museum
that publishes them loses them or
they just beam up somehow. Then
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things from New Guinea or African

y ' y e w— art. I thought at first that was a
kind of change from what he was

doing before, but I suddenly real-
_ ized that it's not at all, it’s an
(art dealer) Nick Wilder, who had extension. Basically, it's from hav-
the apartment above Jim Cor- ing a very consistent mind and eye.
coran’s Gallery, was moving, and He's a real collector because he has
the Pasadena Art Museum went out always done it in an idiosyncratic

Continued from page B-1

like a spider in the store for the eating peanut butter, mayonnaise,
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artist to come in, who I promptly fried egg and avocado sandwiches
ask to sign the book. The artists are on sourdough bread, which is deli-
incredibly generous about signing cious.

them to-me. It’s so personal. (She

H.D.: I've heard you do all the

shows an Ellsworth Kelly flower cooking for your dinner parties.

drawing in the frontispiece of his
book.) I have a Jasper Johns flag in

D.C.; That’s my only creative

the front of his book. Once Robert moment. I love to cook, but I can’t

;
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of business and was selling its and personal way. Therrien came in the shop, bought SO0k for two people. I can only cook
catalogs. I went and bought every  H.D.: Are you two close? a catalog with his MasterCard, and 1 {0f 16. And I love to eat. There is
Singl‘l? one. I ldogk }"iCk'S apartment  D.C.: We are. He literally taught forced him to sign his book. ;%T:n{l;?egn:sbo::;a‘:;lg a mg;l‘(’l‘:& O;
and I was suddenly in business. It me everything 1 know, includin . :
really has been the proper thing for how to l¢-:yook. %{e's been incredibl§' bei':'p“ Xou !}ave: reputati;)n “’k‘: meal for them. That's sort of a
me to be doing. supportive of all I've ever wanted to o %a ml.':rve ousmdostash an, cook. gesture of respect and it’s also fun
H.D.: Did you major in art do. But he hasn't tortured me. I ' - Mmakes ag ostess? to see how far you can go.
history in college? appreciate the way he encouraged  D.C.: I'm lucky to have incredi- __If you have a bunch of stuffy
D.C.: No, I majored in history at all of us, my two brothers included, bly interesting friends. I've met a friends coming over, it’s fun to give
Stanford, then worked for a couple to do something on our own, think' lot through the shop, through my them something they have to eat
of years, then came down here to for ourselves, and find a kind of job father, friends from the art world With their hands or that spills,
UCLA and got my masters in art. that would get our minds out of and the movie world. I think about, something sort of hopeless. Eating
Then I worked for a gallery on La second gear. “Who do I know who wants to meet With your hands, I didn't realize
Cienega called Multiples, working  H.D.: Was your grandfather also somebody else?” and then:I try to how it daunts people. Nothing
for my best friend, Babs Altoon, a collector? put them together. A sort of social scares me. There are so many times
who is John Altoon's widow. The D.C.: No, it is my father’s sensi- matchmaking. And I have a range YOu g0 to someone’s house and you
two of us had a riot, across the bility. Before he started collecting of friends age-wise. But it's abso-  basically have the same meal. A
street from Irving Blum (then of . chicken breast, a nice refined pea- '
the Ferus Gallery, now of Blum/ pod. I like to serve food that is a
Hellman Gallery in New York) and little bit against the law.

with Nick Wilder in town all the ~ ZJf YOU bave a bunch of stuffy friends HD: You and Jim are still

time. We had this amazing, wonder- married, not divorced?

tul time. Then I got married to Jim COMING over, it’s fun to give them B Cs Legally, we are. We haven't

(Corcoran) and moved to Florida, bothered to get a divorce. I have a |

where he had his gallery in Coral SOPELDING they bave to eat with their — Hohered 1o g 8 o or him. 1 must |

Gables. Then we came back here say he’s the most interesting person

when he opened the gallery where DANAS Or that spills, something sort Of (¥ s e ro ot our shia. S

he is now. we soldier on. I see him constantly,

H.D.: Did you ever want to be an 2Opeless. Eating with your bands, I T e O Ty Wi Tia

artist? out of town. It's the kind of

D.C.: Not at all. I have no talent. I didn’t realize bow it daunts p eop le.” situation where you love somebody

admire artists more than anybody and you want them to be in your
because the idea of being able to Dagny Corcoran life, l})'ut you just don’t want toylive

cook up something and get it from with them. We've been married for
your brain onto a canvas is beyond

me. 1 can’t draw a circle. contemporary art, he had collected lutely the people. You can’t have a :ﬁoﬂﬁag.lfa&(:‘tu:hsgp urate houses
H.D.. What was your artistic Chess sets. Again, these things were  good dinner party with a bunch of )
influence? all just a little off, crazy. Then he ~wet blankets. H.D.: Do you travel a lot?
D0.C.: Probably my father, who is met t“"ff% l(tialleéy foundedr tal:K: H.D.: How do you know so many  D.C.: Yes, that's why I work.
a very interesting art collector. I curator alter tiopps, an a ? Every time I get $500 in my pocket I
arew up with paintings all around changed everybody's life. The influ. PEOPI® in the film business take off. But I do it a lot on
me. His focus, and probably the ence of Walter on my father was D.C.: It might have been because business. Every year I go to the
reason I'm so interested in it, is Phenomenal. He went from going Ed Ruscha used to date Samantha Frankfurt Book Fair. I make a point
American painting of the '60s: Straight ahead in his business suit, Eggar. That was one of my first to visit an area I have never been to
Rauschenberg, Sam Francis, Philip turned left and went absolutely connections to actors. Then Christo- meet the museum people and the
Guston, all the big American paint- nuts. Thank the Lord, it was terrific pher Isherwood and Don Bachardy art people. I love being in a place
ers, as well as Francis Bacon, and a big, big change in our life. He knew-a lot of directors. Being a where I'm not so confident. If
Hockney, Gorky, Giacometti. Beau- became friends with Sam Francis, painter or being a movie director you’re in a town where you are not
tiful paintings that caused me to met Irving Blum and a lot of artists. \a/{elo :dg}y s;lmel:;;ﬁ wtsh ltla\élng at S0 ;ure. you have to pay attention
look at paintings in a certain way. ) S mething that doesn't and I like . forcing myself. It's
H.D.: So you are interested in the 'gﬁl‘s;cl:ltth:rllgéebeﬁugg %ei;,ma:na exist. The mind of those kinds of amazing, but you can be in Hot
act of painting? other were getting divorced, 2rusts-fascinates me. Coffee, 1daho, and there is a reason
D.C.: My personal interest is in propably a lot because of this. It  As for cooking, I grew up watch. 'O be there, someone who appre-
| the gesture, the artist’s hand. ws very far out. I must have been ing my father make the wildest Ciates what you do and is more
| Seeing how a painting is made.  17r 18°and through my father and messes in the kitchen. My mother intelligent than you are and who
H.D.: Do you consider yourself \yajier 1 met all the major Ameri- would be hiding. He cooked with teaches you something. I get kind of
an art collector, and was that cap artists, Twenty years later they every drawer open so when- jt Dlase living in LA, everyone is so
another influence {rom YOUr jre all my personal friends: Johns, spilled it all went into the drawer. Stylish. chic and intelligent. You
father? , ' He'd foll i d the start to think you know everything.
Lichtenstein, Rauschenberg. ed never follow recipes and the " o' oo oh is$ stuff
D.C.: I'm not an art collector, 'm b . po vou still buy art? great thing he always said was, ALS WACH, YOU Hubs. Sttl,
completely focused on the catalogs o3res you s y ' “Think about the tastes. Do you like That's why I like to travel alone,
and that's all I collect. Only in the , D.C.: From time to time. I don’t it?” And really, that's how you and even though I hate it, Ialso like
last few years have I realized what a personally have the money, it's all ought to live your life. Do you like putting myself in a position I don't
really fine collector my father is. in the catalogs. And I'm in a unique it? Suddenly, I wasn't afraid of know:You have to go out and make
i Now he's begun to collect weird position to collect them. And I wait putting tastes together. We grew up something happen.
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