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101 SPECTACULAR THlNGS
TO SEE AND DO
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Why Visit

We've got 101 excellent reasons.
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hen we set out to assemble a definitive list of Los

Angeles’s most singular attractions, we consulted

the experts. For advice on which museums and gal-

leries to spotlight, we called upon Hunter
Drohojowska, who covers the art beat for Los Angeles and na-
tional art publications. Larry Gordon, a Los Angeles Times bureau
chief, shared with us his favorite one-of-a-kind landmarks and
musical venues. Janice Wald Henderson, a national food writer,
dished up ten exquisite restaurants. Tom Johnson, a contributor to
several L.A. publications, divulged his lists of hot spots and memo-
rable Hollywood experiences. Esquire travel writer Jane E. Lasky
checked in with ten luxury hotel touts. Joe Levy, a People person
and renowned bibliophile, told us about his special book haunts.
Catherine Seipp, who explores trendy topics for L.A. newspapers,
contributed her lists of not-to-be-missed strolls, views, rides and
shopping sprees. Her sister, Michele Seipp, a comedic actress,
delivered her line on the city’s best comedy clubs. Richard
Stayton, the L. A. Herald’s drama critic, reviewed the theater
scene. And Herald society editor Jeannine Stein made us privy
to Hollywood’s celebrity hangouts. Here is their list of 101 rea-
sons you should see their city for yourself. Enjoy!

ONE-OF-A-KIND
SIGHTS

Los Angeles’s main industries
are devoted to fantasy. So
don’t be surprised to find a hot
dog stand that looks like a gi-
ant hot dog or houses that re-
semble Roman villas or medi-
eval castles. The best L.A.
landmarks all share the same
air of wonderful unreality, as if
all the world were a movie stu-
dio lot.

1. MANN'S CHINESE THE-
ATER. This enormous pagoda-
style movie palace opened in
1927. In its front courtyard are
hand-, foot-, leg-, nose- or
hoofprints of 160 cinema stars,
from Monroe to Eastwood,
from Pickford to R2D2. Legend
says Norma Talmadge began it
all by accidentally stepping in
wet cement. Actually, impre-
sario Sid Grauman simply
thought of a brilliant way to
make his theater and himself
immortal. The place is now
owned by the Mann theater
chain, but most inscriptions are
to “Sid.” Don’t miss Betty
Grable's leg and John Barry-
more’s profile. There aren't
many lavish premieres here
anymore, but it is a first-run
house. 6925 Hollywood Boule-
vard; 464-8111.

2. FOREST LAWN MEMORIAL
PARK. There are four now, but
the original in Glendale is the
one to visit. It is a Disneyland
for the dead, complete with
subdivisions named Slumber-
land and Whispering Pines,
overpowering statuary, a
stained-glass version of The
Last Supper and a nifty gift.
shop. Many stars are buried
here, like Clark Gable and Jean
Harlow, but the guards are not
allowed to point out their
“resting places.”” You can
search the mortuaries by your-
self. Admission is free. Gate
open 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

daily. 1712 South Glendale Av-
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enue; 254-3131.

3. OCEAN FRONT WALK [N
VENICE. Even in this era of new
conservatism, weirdos have a
home along the beach here.
This is a living museum of ev-
ery strange California trend in
lifestyle, fashion and music. A
weekend stroll in the sun will
let you see beatniks, hippies,

punks, chain-saw jugglers,
roller skaters, fire-eaters,
weight lifters, mystics, mas-
seurs and mimes. You'll also
see folk, jazz and rock perform-
ers and lots of stalls selling
cheap T-shirts that make swell
souvenirs. It's the best free
show in town, except that you
probably should park in a paid
lot because on-street parking is
very tight.

4. QUEEN MARY AND SPRUCE
G00SE. Long Beach is home to
two superlatives: the largest
passenger ocean liner afloat
and the largest wooden aircraft

ever built. After thirty years of
transatlantic luxury, the Queen
Mary was docked here in 1964
and converted into a floating
complex of hotel rooms, res-
taurants and shops. The 200-
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ton Spruce Goose was the pro-
totype of what was to be a fleet
of air cargo carriers. But it
made only one flight, lasting
less than a minute and getting
only seventy feet above Long
Beach harbor. In the pilot's
seat was its owner, Howard
Hughes. Now, like a turkey un-
der glass, the Goose is perma-
nently landed under a gigantic
dome. Both the ship and plane
are located at Pier J. Admission
to both is $10.95 for adults,
$6.95 for children. 435-4747.

5. WATTS TOWERS. Amid a
neighborhood made famous by
a race riot, this extremely un-
usual monument to the human
spirit is one man’s attempt to

. create his own form of beauty

in a rough world. Immigrant
tile-cutter Simon Rodia spent
thirty-three years building his
graceful backyard towers out of
pottery chips, broken soda bot-
tles, seashells and a very pow-
erful imagination. The city
later wanted to demolish the
spindly structures, which reach
more than one hundred feet
high, but protests saved them,
now they are a city monument
under restoration. A commu-
nity arts center has been built
next door. This is either a mas-
terpiece or Rodia’s folly. Judge
for yourself. No admission fee.
1765 East 107th Street.

CeLeBRITY-
WATCHING HAUNTS

A trip to Los Angeles just isn’t
complete without catching
sight of at least one movie star.
The city is loaded with them;
you just have to know where
they hang out. The famed Polo
Lounge at the Beverly Hills Ho-
tel isn't the only place to see
big-league celebs. Here are
some other possibilities:

8. MATTE®'S. An older
movie star crowd wanders in
here Sunday nights to catch up
on the news of the biz with
their friends. There won't be
any Brat Packers here, just vet-
erans like Lucille Ball. 2321
Westwood Boulevard; 475-
4521.

7. MORTONS. Those who
have dined at Mortons have sel-
dom been disappointed by not
seeing anyone famous. This is
definitely a hot Hollywood
crowd, and patrons have in-
cluded Sean Connery, Roger
Moore, Rod Stewart and Bob
Dylan. Bodyguards usually wait
in the bar. 8800 Melrose Ave-
nue; 276-1253.

8. IRVINE RANCH FARMER'S
MARKET. Even celebrities have
to eat, and sometimes they
even do their own grocery
shopping. While mere mortals
cruise the aisles at Safeway or
Ralphs, movie stars go to the
Irvine Ranch Farmer’s Market,
a gourmet paradise that caters
to the rich and famous. The
best place to spot them is by
the pasta salad counter week-
days, early morning or late af-
ternoon (that’s where we no-
ticed Jamie Lee Curtis and the
late Peter Lawford having a
conversation once). Never ven-
ture there in the evening when
the proletariats are buying
mayonnaise. 142 South San Vi-
cente; 657-1931.

8. RODEO DRIVE. Profes-
sional paparazzi know the
value of hanging out on ritzy
Rodeo Drive, since they almost
always get their celebrity
quarry. At Giorgio (273 North
Rodeo Drive; 205-2400) you
might spot Loretta Swit, Merv
Griffin, Sylvester Stallone or
Robert Wagner buying up a
new wardrobe. TS Bambini, the
Torie Steele boutique for chil-
dren (414 North Rodeo Drive;
271-5150), is where you'll find
famous moms like Pia Zadora
and Jaclyn Smith snatching up
Valentino for their bambini.
Don't forget Gucci (347 North
Rodeo Drive; 278-3451) and
Van Cleef & Arpels for celebrity
consumers of pricey jewelry
(300 North Rodeo Drive; 276-
1161). Between Wilshire Bou-
levard and Santa Monica Boule-
vard, Beverly Hills.

10. MORT'S PALISADES DELL
Breakfast at Mort's is unlike
breakfast anywhere else, prob-
ably because you never know
what star will drop in next to

order bacon and eggs in his
jogging clothes. Chevy Chase
just opened a charge account
there, so you know he’s stuck
on the place. 1035 Swarth-
more, Pacific Palisades; 454-
5511.

CONCERT HALLS

Los Angeles used to have an
inferiority complex about its
range of music. Not anymore.
To be sure, opera fans rely
heavily on visiting troupes
from San Francisco and Eu-
rope. But even a prima donna
could not shrug off the nightly
offerings of symphonies,
chamber groups, big bands,
rock and pop. Here's a sampler
of the most important concert
halls:

11. THE DOROTHY CHANBLER
PAVILION. Named after the ma-
triarch of the Los Angeles
Times family, this is where the
Power Establishment and the
Music Establishment mix. Its
3,250-seat hall is designed to
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impress you with its marble
walls and crystal chandeliers.
It is home to the L.A. Philhar-
monic (whose new maestro is
Andre Previn) and the Master
Chorale, and is where visiting
troupes such as the Berlin Op-
era aim for high-brow audi-
ences and high visibility. Even
the Academy Awards take place
here. The Chandler is part of
the Music Center . 135 North
Grand Avenue; 972-7211.

12. THE HOLLYWOOD BOWL.
With room for 17,000, this is
one of the biggest outdoor am-
phitheaters in the world. Be-
cause of its location in the
lovely Hollywood Hills, it is
also one of the most beloved.
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