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. Local junior hlgh

Japa-seand an ll.lmunnd the

Watts Towers.
Mm«num‘wum
be .most wmotorious land-  punches but expressed both the

s Towers i Watts.
left

¢ immigrant

3.2iN to Los Angeies in the form of
eight towers, two of them 10 stones
Sigh Cmumnmmrdsol

railroad track — a symbol of the
origins of the Chinese population.
An airplane takes off to one side; on
another there is a windsurfer

hovering over a beach complete
-udmmuﬂy.yﬂmy
Angelencs have mever visited the

with palm trees, sand, a sailboat
and oll derricks standing in the
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‘Spanish mission. On the front of the :lrguu
] miniature school, there is a motto students in the hallway spray-
o _Spanish. “Puchio de_up_genlc palaling figures.cul. out of card-

students are
bmldmg towers the Rodia way

is come to,

panic, lhefc are silbouettes repre-
«senting four-ethnic groups: a eurly-
‘haired black, a goldcolored Japa-
nese in a kimono, a brown figure

figures, the teacher elpuuwd.
be in a circle, surrounded by
cutouts of observing children. In
the center will be a globe. “It’s the
idea of support and unity,” she
c:munued “A circle within a cir-
Cle.”

umfn—mu—;u{.‘wh r
~werk en their Watts Jewers Contest entry, which includes a stretch of freeway.

Oswaldo Gutierrez, 14, said, “It
stands for people united logemef
from different cultures and coun-
tries.” Seated at a table, Lam Ha, ll.
and Nancy Win, 18, both from
Vietnam, and Chitra Seelow, 14,
from Thailand, were diligently cut-

- sensitive to Ethiopia,” Stazer said of

" Thuraday. May 0, 1985, Loe Angeles Herald Examiner C&

dwnmmmumm Korean art. Their field trip is to
ent cultures. Pointing to a wall of Little Tokyo. Cansequently. their
the model high school, Trang said, interpretations of the Watts Tow-
“And there is some graffitis which -ers. 00, are inspired by ‘pagodas
are on our walls.". There d and J Due to0 bus-
some dispute as 10 who so expertly ing. of 1850 students at Milliken,

Another stu- about 58 percent are members of

ihe globe topping the model and Me and a pond”™
printed with: “We are the world, we them had been to the Watis Towers,
are the children." The teacher and nmher _saw any parucular
“They are of rel their .model
the fact that things are not perfect and Rodia's strycture. Landman
lnmu\vorld.mdmcyhdnuue said, “They are learning about
s tatami mats, shoji screens and quiet
“nahsmenrnmmmyd mluxnmey can apply them to
these d bave had to work the towers.”

tower, Win remarked, “It's like all _gng

the students of Berendo, all nation- - the mportance of

500l and SymbokC
alities coming together.” Once ' the Towers to its neyghborhood and 1o
again, none of the students lnd Los Angeles at large.
been 10 the Watts Towers.
Virgil Junlor High School, m‘—
Vermont Avenue at First Street, is front of the school and the Statue
- across from the Korea Times. Ac- of Liberty towering on top of the

cording 10 teacher Katilin Stazer,’ structure. “Welcoming the new
Korea is just one of the 52 nationali- " immigrants,” added Trang Ta, 11
Ues represented among 2,400 stu- Again, many had not been to the
dents at the school. Things are not Towers and their teacher hadnt
80 tidy here. “This is the first shown-them a picture 50 they
neighborhood many immigrants “wouldn't have any preconcep-
" sald Stazer. tions.” Instead, they ted

As the teacher tried to explain, their ideas by cutting pictures out
exuberant pupils gathered around, of magazines of things that repre

, eager for attention. “We wanted to sent America to them and attaching

-show the front of the school. and them to a structure of green and
the flags are 10 show all different mesh. There were pictures of .
cultures,” entbused Davidson hael Jackson and Tom Seuecl..
«Mendes, 11, pointing 0 the model. dmpuwsndhmburgen.oh

p- -Marcione Evans, 12, rushed over $0 sculpture from the Congo and a still ,

indicate his contributions: the plas- from an old movie. On either side of
uc no\ven and painted lawn .in the model were pnplumche dolls
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together,” Stazer said. “Some didn't Armando Villasenor, 15, Antonio

school, shared each other's cated the characters on the walls
lunches.” Asked why 5o few of the -and said, “They mean peace and
students had been (o the Watts faith." “The fishes ton the wall are
Towers, she said, “We don't have decoration,”. added Villasenor.
field trips. There is less of that all None of them had ever seen the
the time. There might be one a year ‘Watts Towers, either.
for an art deparument with three : _A group of judges from the art
teachers and three tracks” and architecture communities will
4n Sherman Oaks, at Milliken judge the entries from different
Junior High, -students are -getting schools next week. Prizes to the
ready to go on a field trip. Phylis schools will be $1.000 for first, $500
bead of art third.

ment, is using special funds

her
students are learning the terms and  Hunter DrOMOWSAD wites ragulanty
forms ,of Japanese, Chinese and mmuwunn B
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