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board membcrs resign

By Humov Droho]owokl . £k

T protest mcr Genctag
'Fred Craton's cantroversial * cturut e
of the ¢ity's Culural Affairs *-Sq

in
chpanmcm 19, out of 27 -members of
the board of the Municipal Art Gallery
.Associates have tendercd their resigna- -
nons effective Sept. 30.

A Sept.” 6 |leter to Mayor. Tom <
Bradle) slgncd by the 19 associates,
charged: ““The integrity. of the manage- ;
ment of the Gallery has™ been so -
-compromiscd by Mr. Craton's imple:.

mentation of the Dcpanmems recent -~

restructuring, “and. by certain newly
Fannounced  priorities.. thatthe - asso-
ciates believe we can no longer .be
effectively motiyated as members of the -
gallery’'s citizen support group.”t Board °
president Sandy Smalley explained thag.

the eight associates who did not sign- -

were out of town -of ;ould ot bc
reached for the vote. ‘

Neither Bradley nor Craton mzdt
themselves available yesterday, @ com-
ment on the situation: {
~. The restrucsuring began last ‘May -
when Craton told Josine lanco-Starrels,
director of the Municipal Art Gallery
for 10 years, that'she was ‘warking out |
of her classification.” Under her civil
service title of Yisual Ants Coordinator,
he told her she had to take responsibil-
dty for the programs of five smaller city
arts “institutions -in addition -to" the °
Municipal An Gallery Croton called

-} the move a promotion and“said he .

would give lance-Starrels a staff.’ How: =
ever, he hired 2 ‘new curator ‘for-she”/
Municipal” Ant Gallcry — - Mariz" de-
Alcuaz — without secking lanco-Star-
rels* advice or approval. Now' lanco- /.
Smm:ls sn)s that cvqn hcr o;dfrs

‘“’“‘“‘:L““‘“¢J‘~~“ihﬁu~ug‘tildﬂﬁuiﬁi~mp'

I

rtquismoning supplics are sent back
fequiring the sl;nnlutc of {xr so-called
in:ue. Alcuaz;:.

" the “associates threatened resi

and hundreds “of letters.. of pmms&
paured in_from _ artists -arqund- the
community. On June 20, Bradley sent
sform “letters to alt thase who had
written: “'As was the prcma(urc report
.of the demise of Mark Twald, reports of
Mz Starrels’ pending dcpgﬂure from

the Municipal, Art” Gallery, were ‘also
pleased to *
nd the '
majority of her time at the gallery. She -
will assume .other duties that should
result <in the [ upgrading - of - shows,

exaggerated. ‘You will be'}
learn that Mrs. Starrels wnll $|

throughout-the city art facilities.” . *
However, Croton's June 21 leter to

Starrels, outlining the duties of her-new. 3

job, emphasized exactly the.opposite,

that as visual arts coordipator she “will

be permanently houseq at Room 1500,
City Hall. it

Both the associates who signed the
letter. and -lanco-Starrels<believe that

_shejs being forced out of the Municipal

Art Gallery. ‘At Croton’s insistence, she
has been spending two days a week at
City Hall — in the office that used to

~belong 10 ‘Ron Sakai, another: Cultural.

_Affairs emplayee profesting: *his treat:
ment under Croton. ' »

Croton was appointed by Bradlcy in
July 1980 against the’ fecommendations

of-many in the Cultural Affairs Departt,

« ment. He is now under investigation by
the city’s Personnel Department for
allcgcd SthlC discrimination against

/ Sakai," who had-: A various.,
cultural programs for ;hMuy :Qver. -
Cighl years. : N

en . Croton.- first - “told. lanco- .
s-to move 1o City Hall Tast May,

Fred Croton. general mmagerofmemycmwamausoepam\enmas
beenmesubjectofoonsne{ableeomoversyshoehetoolmwpostm 1980.~

pr 1 Y

As evidence that linco-Surrcls‘

' previous authority at the Mun’cipal Art

Gallery has been -diminished, "in, the
letter to Bradley the associates cited ™
Croton's “hy-passing and overrulin
her actions, often_in froﬁt of her !
subordmatcs (S R .
The associjates' chai:man of ‘the
board, Marc Levin, 3 sécurities lawyer
who has been active on the board since’

1979 and who! drafted the’ Jetter to

Bradley, expressed deep: disappoint-

ment in the treatment accorded lanco- ¥ 4,

Starrels. He said when he'

jo}ncd the”
associates, théy had a budget

$1,500.

This "year, they had increased’ their

support to the point where Bullock's

had "agreed to: sponsor thclr annual

Magical Mystcry Tour. and | Ball at

Chrlstmastlmc, which they hoped

would r:usc rccord funds for the chy“
; 4

-institution. Bullock’s withdrew its

sponsorship upon learning of the board
members’ resignation.; 'All ‘of us are
frustrated,” " said -Levin. -“Just as the
board maximizes the fpnd -raising ca-

pacity, changes in the institution make |, &

* ivimpossible for us to‘support it any
" _longer. This is the classic situation of
the people on the one hand trying to do

good in an honest kind 'of way vs-the.

ureaucracy of City Hall. Struggling as
unpaid volunteers, we: have tried to
right what we see as a bad situation and
hat we are faced with is city adminis-

trators citing chapter and verse of rules |

and ulations. I understand, but |

would
by the book, it's.the arts."

Hunter Drohojowska wates regulary about
an!ortheHeraId

ike to think that if there is one | §
area where things ‘are not complctdy ]



